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The importance of the produced and documented data resulting from professional nursing practice has, over the last decades, been an enormous challenge for the development of Information Systems in Nursing (ISN), essentially due to the demand for information in healthcare and the diffi culties in management.
The need for accessibility to information is growing for all those involved in the process of care. On 
Nevertheless, the development of ISN has posed enormous challenges centered on the interoperability among the information systems currently in use. The current discussion focuses on the development of strategies that promote communication and the sharing of data and/or information through several functional units, thus permitting this data fl ow to maintain the original meaning of the data, using common languages and protocols. Hence, it is confi rmed there is a need to facilitate the sharing and use of information by nurses, assuring that it is understood by both systems and users. Although the literature often refers to technical interoperability as the central challenge to maintaining information systems, it is not limited exclusively to its technical dimension. Regarding the sharing of the data produced by nurses, particularly in terms of its comprehension by the users, in maintaining the clinical and operational objective, the context and the meaning of information, a central dimension of interoperability -semantic interoperability -, is essential in aspects related to nursing care.

It is in this context that the importance of nursing terminology emerges, a fact that encouraged the Ordem dos Enfermeiros (Nurses' Order) and the Portuguese government itself to adopt the ICNP ® as the international standard for nursing terminology, assuring it is utilized in every Information
